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A Letter From 
The President
The year 2021 will go down in history as one of human fortitude and resiliency. People all over 
the world endured a year of uncertainty, worry, illness for some, and loneliness for many. Here 
at MassBay, staff spent hundreds of hours preparing and implementing protocols to help keep 
us all safe and keep the College running. Faculty shifted their teaching to remote formats, never 
losing the compassion for their students for which MassBay is known. Our students continued 
to juggle school, work, and home responsibilities while dealing with the challenges of the 
pandemic. MassBay’s tight-knit community checked in on each other, cared for one another, and 
commiserated together as the pandemic disrupted our normal way of life. 

For some of our students the COVID-19 pandemic was the cause of significant financial hardship. 
We saw students drop out to care for themselves or for their loved ones. Some students lost jobs 
or had hours cut as the pandemic imperiled business and industry all across our region. Some 
students who were ready to commit to their education in the hope of pursuing a new and better 
job chose not to due to health and safety concerns. It seems for some, COVID has been a major 
disruption. For others, it has been a devastating setback.

Donations to MassBay go directly to the students who need them. Even before the pandemic 
many of our students endured financial hardship, lived paycheck to paycheck, and struggled 
to make ends meet. Factoring in the effects of the pandemic, any of life’s unforeseen financial 
setbacks, like a flat tire, or an increase in food or housing prices, can derail many of our students’ 
pursuit of their education. The funds we raise together make all the difference for hundreds of 
MassBay students, who leave our institution and get good jobs the workforce needs with decent 
wages that stabilize their household finances. 

We are grateful to the MassBay Foundation Board, to the MassBay Board of Trustees, to our 
faculty, staff, alumni, state partners, and to all of our stakeholders for your sustained support of 
our College and its students. Your help is needed and appreciated.

Within the pages of this Report are the results of our collective fundraising efforts, and a few 
profiles of some students who benefitted from your generosity. Thank you for all you’ve done 
this year to help our students, and to help us fulfill the mission of MassBay Community College.
  

Sincerely,
 

David Podell, Ph.D.
President

“Your contributions play a 
substantial role in the lives of our 
hard-working students.”



MassBay Grants
2020-2021

Boston Scientific			 
Jan. 22, 2020-Jan. 22, 2021			 
$1,000

Commonwealth Dual Enrollment 
Partnership (CDEP)	
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$40,000

Commonwealth Dual Enrollment 
Partnership (CDEP) – Sub Award
Framingham State University (FSU)		
Feb. 8, 2021-June 30, 2021			 
$30,375

Community College Workforce
Training Incentive			 
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$67,617

Cummings Foundation	 	
June 1, 2020-May 31, 2023			 
$100,000

Department of Developmental
Services Certificate Project		
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$33,370

Early Childhood Careers Pathway FY’21		
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$515,000

Early College Remote	 		
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$15,795	

Equity Transfer Initiative-American 
Association of Community Colleges 
(AACC)
Oct 1, 2020-Sept 30, 2022			 
$28,000

A Letter from 
The MassBay 
Foundation
For 60 years Massachusetts Bay Community College has been in the forefront of providing 
the pathway for students seeking to obtain a college education which enabled them to 
change their lives and transition from an uncertain future to sustainable career opportunities 
or further education opportunities. Students come to MassBay to earn a degree or 
credentials and gain the skills they need to get jobs in emerging fields like health care, 
automotive technology, STEM, cybersecurity, and much more. These are the jobs that propel 
our hardworking students into well-paying, stable, and rewarding long-term careers.
 
It is only because of donors like you that the Massachusetts Bay Community College 
Foundation is able to support these hard-working students, many of whom are the first in 
their families to ever attend college. All funds raised by the Foundation go directly to assist 
MassBay students in the form of scholarships, to help offset textbook costs and other real-
life issues such as food and housing insecurity, childcare, and other unforeseen emergency 
expenses. Your donations are often the difference between students’ ability to stay in school 
and earn their degree or certificate or dropping out and facing an uncertain future.
 
The year 2021 was a challenging, stressful, and unusual one for all of us, and it burdened our 
students with additional hardships. But thanks to your generosity this past year we were able 
to provide more financial assistance than ever before, so our deserving students were able 
to persevere and achieve their goals and aspirations. Thank you for your gifts and for your 
continuing support. You have truly made a difference in the lives of many people.
 
With sincere thanks,
James J. McKenzie, Esq., Chair
Massachusetts Bay Community College Foundation Board

“Thanks to your generosity this past year we 
were able to provide more financial assistance 
than ever before...”



OPERATING REVENUE			    Amount 

Public Support		
	 Contributions	  		  $668,097 
	 Donated services	  	 $105,282 
	 Investment return	  	 $1,308,666 
		
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE		  $2,082,045 

MassBay 
Financial Summary

Contributions, 32%

Donated services, 
5%

Investment return, 
63%

Operating Revenue

Figures are from the unaudited statement of activities, July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021.	

OPERATING EXPENSES			   	 Amount 

Program Services			 
	 Scholarships and grants		  	 $596,177 
	 Other program costs			   $194,874 
			 
TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES			   $791,051 
			 
	 Management and general		  $39,629 
	 Fundraising and development		  $59,621 
			 
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES			   $890,301 

Scholarships and 
grants, 67%

Other program 
costs, 22%

Management and 
general, 4%

Fundraising and 
development, 7%

Operating Expenses

Revenues	  		  Percent 
Contributions			   32%
	
Donated services		  5%
Investment return		  63%

				    100%
Operating Expenses	
Scholarships and grants		 67%
Other program costs		  22%
	
	
Management and general	 4%
Fundraising and development	 7%

				    100%

Fundraising and 
Management 
Development, 7%



FY ’21 Scholarships Within System		  Summer 2020	    Fall 2020	    Spring 2021
Total Applications				    150		     890		     1103
Towards Students Awarded			   38		     149		     214
			 
Foundation	  				    $7,750	  	    $42,875 	    $48,725 
Donor Directed	 				    $13,150	  	    $64,900 	    $92,100 
Third Party	 				    $-   	  	    $1,250	    $7,250
Total Awards ($)	  			   $20,900 	    $109,025 	    $148,075 
			 
Additional Awards-Outside System			 
Balance/Gap Scholarship	  		  $-   	  	    $21,652 	     $11,480 
Financial Aid Scholarship	  		  $-   	  	    $26,555 	     $20,130 
Transitional Scholars				    $-   	  	    $2,500 	     $2,500 
Total Awards (Outside System/Semester)	 $-   	  	    $50,707 	     $34,110 
			 
Total Awards 
(Within & Outside System/Semester		  $20,900 	    $159,732 	     $182,185 
			 
Total FY’21 Disbursed	  			   $362,817 

Fiscal Year Scholarship
Disbursement Data

				    Summer 2020	   Fall 2020	 Spring 2021      FY’21 Total/Semester
Total Awards (#)	         	 38		    149		  214	             401

Total Awards ($)				  
Foundation		   	 $7,750 	  	  $42,875 	  $48,725 	  $99,350 
Donor Directed	 		  $13,150	  	  $64,900 	  $92,100	  $170,150
Additional Scholarships	  	 $51,957 		  $41,360 	  $93,317 

					      	  Total FY22			    $362,817 

Annual Report 
for FY’21	

MassBay Donors
$50,000-$100,000

$25,000-$49,000

•	 Mashrufa & Abu M. Z. Alam
•	 Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
•	 Sanofi Genzyme
•	 Herb and Maxine Jacobs Foundation
•	 Phi Gamma Delta of MIT

•	 Jeffrey A. Choney
•	 MetroWest Health Foundation
•	 Timothy Moore
•	 MutualOne Charitable Foundation
•	 Rotary Club of Wellesley
•	 Jay H. Sarles



Single mother of four daughters Dinora Torres put her own college aspirations on hold when her first 
child was born with multiple physical and emotional challenges. But after witnessing her daughter’s 
daily tenacity and resolve to overcome her many obstacles, Dinora became motivated to achieve 
her own “impossible” dream of going to college. In May 2021, focusing on her future and her studies, 
Dinora became the first in her family to earn a college degree, graduating MassBay with an associate 
degree in accounting.

In addition to her studies, Dinora was deeply involved in campus life. She participated in the 
Leadership Engagement and Development (LEAD) program in fall 2020, served as the vice president 
of finances for the Student Government Association, participated in the Students of Color group, 
and acted as a student representative on the MassBay Foundation Board.  For her on-campus 
activities and leadership, Dinora was bestowed the MassBay McKenzie Leadership Award, the 
highest undergraduate honor. 

She is currently working as a housing counselor at South Middlesex Opportunity Council in 
Framingham, MA and runs her own bookkeeping business from her home in Milford, MA. She plans 
to attend the University of Massachusetts Amherst in spring 2022 through the Commonwealth’s 
MassTransfer program to pursue her bachelor’s degree in accounting.

Dinora Torres  
Scholarship Recipient

“Due to the generous contributions from donors, I was 

able to receive scholarships, which provided me with 

opportunities to earn my degree. I can now envision 

and progress toward my career goals and prove to 

my four daughters that anything is possible with 

persistence and determination.”



MassBay Fuels 
Alum’s Academic 
Success
Juan Mesa is a native of Colombia, having moved to Massachusetts when he was 
five years old. He graduated from Watertown High School in 2013 and enrolled in the 
automotive technology program at MassBay to turn his passion for cars into a career. 
“I didn’t do that well in high school because, to be honest, I was headed down the 
wrong path,” said Juan. At MassBay, Juan turned things around and began focusing on 
his studies and planning his career path. He enjoyed his BMW classes and earned his 
Associate in Science Degree in Automotive Technology in 2015. After graduation, Juan 
started working at Herb Chambers BMW in Boston.

Although Juan loved working in the automotive industry, he returned to MassBay to 
study mechanical engineering with an emphasis on sustainable and clean energy. While 
in the engineering program, he participated in the MassBay Student STEM Expo, where 
he met Claire Duggan, Director of STEM Education at Northeastern University. “She 
liked my engineering project and stopped to chat about the design. Then, she told me 
about Northeastern University’s Student Pathways Opening World Energy Resources 
(S-POWER) Program, a scholarship funded by the National Science Foundation that 
supports transfer students from underrepresented backgrounds studying in the energy 
sector. It ended up being a perfect fit,” he said.

Juan transferred to Northeastern University in 2017 and earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Mechanical Engineering with honors in May 2021. He was awarded a GEM 
Fellowship (Graduate Education for Minorities Ph.D. Engineering Fellowship) and is 
attending Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, PA, pursuing his Ph.D. in fuel cell 
technologies. Juan’s future career goals include starting a company that will use new 
technology to bring alternative energy to developing countries, making them less 
dependent on fossil fuels. 

“The merit scholarship I 

received made it possible 

for me to access necessary 

resources such as books and 

educational subscriptions 

that were once difficult to 

obtain; and it was through 

these resources that I was 

able to excel in my classes. 

Although certain things may 

go unnoticed, MassBay’s 

generosity and exceptional 

education are not. This is 

something I will always be 

grateful for.” 

– Juan Mesa, Ph.D. candidate 
at Carnegie Mellon University.



At MassBay’s 59th Commencement ceremony on Thursday, May 27, 2021, Samuel 
Hernandez earned an All-College Academic Award for his 4.0 GPA, the Division Award 
for the highest GPA in the academic division of Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM), as well as the Program Award for the highest GPA in his academic 
program. A Brighton, MA resident, Hernandez was born and raised in Mexico, having 
moved to the United States in 2019 to pursue his college degree at MassBay. 

Hernandez currently owns several businesses in Mexico including car and construction 
businesses, which he operates remotely. As a full-time student, Hernandez participated 
in the MassBay STEM Mentor Program, was a peer tutor for calculus, programming, 
engineering, physics, and Spanish students, and was inducted into the Phi Theta Kappa 
International Honor Society. Hernandez earned his Associate in Science Degree in 
Computer Science and transferred to Northeastern University to pursue his bachelor’s 
degree in computer science.

Samuel Hernandez
All-College 
Academic Award

Samuel Hernandez transferred 
his associate degree credits from 
MassBay and now studies computer 
science at Northeastern University.

MassBay Grants
2020-2021
Capital Campaign Director-
Jacobs Foundation			 
Feb. 18, 2000-June 30, 2023			 
$300,000

Commonwealth Dual 
Enrollment Partnership (CDEP)			
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$40,000

Commonwealth Dual Enrollment 
Partnership (CDEP) – Sub Award
Framingham State University (FSU)		
Feb. 8, 2021-June 30, 2021			 
$30,375

Community College Workforce
Training Incentive			 
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$67,617

Department of Developmental
Services Certificate Project		
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$33,370

Early Childhood Careers Pathway FY’21		
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$515,000

Early College Remote			 
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$15,795

Equity Transfer Initiative (ETI)-American 
Association of Community Colleges 
(AACC)				 
Oct. 1, 2020-Sept 30, 2022			 
$14,000	

Governor’s Education Emergency
Relief Fund (GEER) COVID-19 Response	
Oct. 20, 2020-Dec. 31, 2020			 
$363,738

Higher Education Innovation Fund (HEIF)
PLA ’21 - Sept. 22, 2020-Sept. 21, 2021		
$3,000

Higher Education Innovation Fund       
(HEIF) HCC					   
Jan. 1, 2021-Sept. 21, 2021		
$2,000

Higher Education Innovation 
Fund (HEIF)-eCornell Workshops	
March 22, 2021-Sept 21, 2021			 
$70,004

IMPEL Grant Year 2-National 
Science Foundation (NSF)		
Oct. 1, 2020-Sept. 30, 2021			 
$15,788

Massachusetts Charitable 
Mechanics Association		
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021		
$7,700

Massachusetts Inclusive Concurrent 
Enrollment Initiative (MAICEI)			 
April 16, 2021-Aug. 31, 2021			 
$10,191

MassBridge (Sub Award Cape Cod
Community College)			 
Jan. 1, 2021-July 30,2022			 
$55,331

MetroWest Health Nuevo Dia Project		
May 25, 2021-May 25, 2022			 
$30,000

Middlesex Savings Charitable Foundation
July 1, 2020-TBD				  
$20,000

NECC/Boston Foundation/ Skillworks-
Handshake	
Oct. 1, 2020-Sept. 30, 2021			 
$3,394



Donor List
MassBay CC
$10,000-$24,999

Foundation for MetroWest
Metrowest Women’s Fund
The Schrafft Charitable Trust
Sodhani Foundation
Dune Thorne
The TJX Foundation, Inc.

$5,000-$9,999

Avidia Bank Charitable Foundation 
Nora and Brian Bardo
Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital-Needham
Timothy T. Clifford
Amy Greif
Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics Association
Terence P. McCoy, Jr.
Liliana Silva
Diane Schmalensee
Lawrence H. Summers

$2,500-$4,999

Robert B. Aiello 
Blue Kite Company, LLC
Fluke Corporation 
Matthew R. Kahn
MathWorks
Tina K. Mylon
PayPal Giving Fund
Lorraine Vekens

$1,000-$2,499

Anonymous
Elisabeth Borg
Marianna N. Borrelli
Neil G. Buckley, Jr.
Justin Bullion
Thomas W. Cleverdon
Edward L. Corbosiero
Barbara Cronmiller

Jean Dyer
Scott Egan
Fidelity Giving
Howard Ferris
Carolyn Guttilla
Stephen T. Hibbard
Kathleen Lampert
Patricia M. Lassiter
Justin Miller
Todd J. Ofenloch
Thomas E. Peisch, Esq.
Betsy & Steve Rosen
Linda Sanderson
Nirmal Singh, Ph.D.
Lynda Sperry
Karen Sullivan
Mason Tenaglia
Nan Thompson
Ruth Weinstein

$500-$999

Anthony J. Bent
Carole M. Berotte Joseph
Elizabeth Blumberg
James S. Cleary
Lynne Davis
Denali Delmar
John Dirlam, Jr.
Foster Associates
Shannah Frambes
Kathryn B. Harding
Philip S. Harper Foundation
Courtney Jackson
Paola A. Jones
Claudine Joseph
Rebecca Kannam
Pamela Katz
James C. Lehan
Sandra L. Lish
Susan Maggioni, Ph.D., J.D.
MassBay Alumni Council
Sarah S. Maynard

James J. McKenzie, Esq.
Marie J. Montanez
Michelle Mordan
NorthStar Insurance
Lise Olney
Edward Pierce
Reginald Pierre-Charles
David M. Podell, Ph.D.
Mikael Pyrtel
Lisa Slavin
Jennifer Van Campen 
Lisa Wyman

$250-$499

Robert Ayotte
Luz M. Castro
Josh Cheney
Cognella, Inc.
Lauren M. Cooney
Don and Kathy Copson
Paula Cucinotta
Sharon A. Daley
Meghan DiMino
Sheila Donlon
Willard French
Deborah A. Georgopoulos
Carolyn Gould
Helen Graham
Timothy S. Hubley
Amy Hurstak
Louis Iovino
Judith and Ronald Jacobs
Chitra Javdekar, Ph.D.
Mona Khaitan, Ph.D.
Deborah K. London, Ph.D.
Lisa MacDonald
Jo Ann Mackey
Kathrin P. Midgley
Jessica Mooraj
National Grid
Jane Neilson
Kevin & Michelle Ouellette
Roche Bros.
Janice and Bruce Rogoff
Kendyl & Theresa Schaefer
Carol Sedewitz
Samaria Stallings
Bonnie Stevenson
George T. Stocker
Foss Tighe

$100-$249

Steven P. Abel
Anonymous
Colette Aufranc
Stephen Baccari
Gus Bayas
Susan Behrens
Christina Benoit
Andrew Blackwell
Marina Bograd
Andrea Bresnahan
Ron Calhoun
MaryAnne Carty
Erinn and Mike Casazza
Chris Cavallerano
Jonna R. Clayton
David J. Comfort
John Conway
Elizabeth Cooper
Philip Crotty
Valerie Deahl
Cynthia Delaney
DELL
Abby Detweiler
Agapito A. Diaz
Michael DiMascolo
Catherine Doucette
Nancy Dunn
Marcus Edward
Jon D. Edwards
Patricia B Eisenhauer, Ph.D.
Judith P. Elliston
Patricia Flaherty
Carolee and Stephen Fogg
John Gallagher
Heather M. Gallant
Peter Gleason
Joyce Hilliard
David J. Himmelberger, Esq.
Felisa T. Honeyman
David Josselyn
Nina B. Keery
Kevin P. Keith
Janet King
Elizabeth A. Kinsman-El Khider
Jean C. Koerber
Beth and Martin Kramer
Janice Kuczwara
Janet Kulbersh
Christopher LaBarbera
Kermit W. Lehman



David & Michele Livingston
Deborah Lovewell
Marjorie Lynch
Erin Majernik
Mary Jo Marion
Lois M. Smith Martin
Jennifer McAndrew
Alison McCarty
Anne McKay
Joanne and Bryan McNally
Medtronic
Carrie Megan
Patricia A. Melnick
Claudine Michel
Bernadette Monaghan
Lynn S. Moore
Michelle C. Morey
Veronica Munoz
Wayne E. Neale
Leslie Nelken
Network for Good
Robert & Pamela Norton
Stacy M. Okada
Daniel C. Page
Karen S. Palmer
Patricia Papa
Carmen Perez
Diane K. Podell
Quest Diagnostics
Nancy L. Railsback
Peter & Suzanne Read
Jacqueline Rodriguez
Dwight Rolle
Joan M. Roman
Susan M. Salvi
Robert Santosuosso
Kathleen Schaller
Peter Schilling
Julie Schleicher
Megan Schultze
Frances A. Segan, Ph.D.
Giuseppe A. Sena
Mary K. Shia
Stephanie Spunt
Maximillian Tenaglia
Jean P. Terp
Margaret R. Umanzio
Wendy Walsh
Dan K. Wells
Rachel Zakuta

$1-$99

John D. Abbott
Derek S. Adams
Rita Adams
Cynthia Aghamianz
Roberta Allison
Valerie Amaral
AmazonSmile Foundation
Barbara S. Andler
Robert C. Armstrong
Belinda L. Arroyo
Anderson Julio Auza
Inderjit Badwal
Lorraine M. Barra
Kathryn Basch
Sabrina Beach
Kenneth A. Belmore
Richard C. Berman
Meredith H. Bohne
Patricia A. Bonhomme
Dale C. Broholm
Robyn Butterfield
Amy Carzo
Madalyn T. Cassis
Lee S. Cherenson
Brenda H. Cohen
Nancy N. Colatosti
Solange Maria R. Costa
Kuangming Covitz
Sean P. Crane
Margaret Crowe
Veda J. Daly
Donald R. Delay
Karen Delorey
Christine Dietz
Michael Discolo
John Donato
Claire E. Dosick
Susan English
Christian Espana
Kimbette R. Fenol
Arlene S. Ferrari
Richard Fontaine
Suzanne K. Fontano
Andrew J. Friedman
Hager-Mae Godwin
Samuel M. Graham
Nick Grant
Janet Greenwald
William Haney, Jr.
Anne Harrington

Ralph Harris
Keith L. Hatfield
Matthew Jablonski
Lois Jacobs
Jaleh Jalili
Kevin J. Kelly
Caroline Krehbiel
Elizabeth Lanigan
Karen Nardone-Lemons and Prof. Terry Lemons
Amy K. Letteney
lm Leveille
Jody Leveille
Steve Lewis
Arlene Lieberman
Melissa London
Francis J. Lovell
Michael Lyons
William & Katherine Macleish
Nicole Majestic
John P. Martin
Katie Mayberry
Andrey Mazo
Kathryn Demers McGrath
Jamie Mckillop
Peter McMahan
Anu Meacham
Linda L. Meech
Matthew Mori
Mary L. Murphy
Joseph Nee
Elaine Noonan
Marie Obas
David J. O’Connor
James P. O’Connor
Richard S. Ong
Daniel Pace
Richard and Christina Parker
Sara Patey
James J. Pearl
Marva Perry
Emily R. Petrie
Wesler Pierre-Louis
James F. Platt
Janet Podell
Shaquan Read
Erika Reyes
Sara Rhodes
Harold A. Riggs, Ph.D.
Mark K. Roberts
J. Rodriguez
Albert Roos

Joseph L. Rosenberg
Leigh Rudikoff
Lisa Ryan
Sarah J. Salerno
Joseph E. Samaro, Jr.
David Schaefer
Nicole Seifert
Feby Sesar
Mariam Shahidi
Ian Shempp
Donna Sherman
Maura Shoulkin
Jill Silos-Rooney, Ph.D.
Leslie E. Simpson
Patricia J. Simpson
Kathleen Skelly
Clinton W. Smith
State Street Bank
Christine Sullivan
Jeanie M. Tietjen, Ph.D.
Laura Tietjen
Richard & Sandra Tietjen
Catharine M. Todd
United Way
Elise S. Vokt
Pamela J. Wakefield
Rhian Waterberg
Sheila A. Whalen
Michael Yee
Charles and Maria Young
Ann Marie Zavacki
Les Zenack



MassBay Grants
2020-2021
100 Males to College FY’21		
Sept. 22, 2020-Sept. 21, 2021			 
$8,000

Perkins Postsecondary Allocation Grant 
Sept. 27, 2020-Aug. 31, 2021			 
$153,952

PIF PLA-North Shore Community College	
Sept. 22, 2020-Sept. 21, 2021			 
$5,294

S-Power Grant Year 5 – National
Science Foundation (NSF)		
Sept. 1, 2020-Aug. 31, 2021			 
$12,737

Success Fund				  
April 1, 2021-June 30, 2022			 
$440,255

STEM Accelerator Program-MathWorks		
March 15, 2021-June 30, 2022		
$3,000

STEM Starter Academy Year 8			 
Sept. 22, 2020-Sept. 21, 2021			 
$294,991	

Title III				  
Oct. 1, 2020-Sept. 30, 2021			 
$446,890

Training Resources and Internship Network 
(TRAIN)		
Feb. 5, 2021-June 30, 2021			 
$79,900

21st Century Grant (Sub Award 
Framingham State University)			 
Nov. 2, 2020-June 30, 2021			 
$22,000

					   
Total Grant Awards - $3,064,322

Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund 
(HEERF)-CARES Act
On March 11, 2020, the World Health 
Organization declared the global outbreak 
of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) as a 
pandemic. During the fiscal year ended June 
30, 2021, COVID-19 had a significant effect on 
MassBay’s operations in response to
government requirements and observing safety 
measures.

In response to the pandemic, the Federal 
government provided to the College the Higher
Education Emergency Relief Funds ("HEERF") 
and funds for the Strengthening
Institution Program ("SIP") under the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
("CARES") Act, Coronavirus Response and 
Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act
("CRRSAA"), and American Rescue Plan Act 
("ARPA"). The HEERF consisted of the
student aid award and the institutional award. 
Each Act requires a minimum amount to
be spent on student aid.

The student aid award is required to be 
distributed to students as emergency grants 
for their expenses related to the disruption of 
campus operations due to coronavirus. The
institutional award and the SIP can be used to 
cover any costs associated with significant
changes to the delivery of instruction due to 
the coronavirus.

FY’21 HEERF and SIP Funds:

Strengthening Institutions Program (SIP)	
June 29, 2020-Sept 1, 2021			 
$257,302

HEERF				  
June 29, 2020-Aug 6, 2021			 
$1,775,752

HEERF II				  
June 29, 2020-Aug 6, 2021			 
$2,168,314

Total Cares Act Funds - $4,201,368

Beatrice Muanya, a resident of Milford, MA, moved to the United States in 2013 from the central 
African country of Cameroon with her four children and her high school diploma. She explains how 
she began her studies at MassBay, “One day I was talking to my children and they said, ‘Mom, go to 
college, earn a degree.’ That is really how it all started. They encouraged me to begin, and they have 
been the driving force behind the pursuit of my degree.” 

“When the pandemic hit, it was difficult. My four children pitched in to teach me about technology 
and computers so I could complete my assignments remotely. During this time, my mother passed 
away in Cameroon. Of course, I wanted to go to Cameroon, but because of COVID, I was denied 
a visa. My heart was broken because I wanted to go home and give her a proper burial. It was a 
challenging time, but my children and Professors Liz Hannigan and Liz Watson supported me every 
step of the way. Due to everyone’s consideration and assistance, I will earn my associate degree and 
will be continuing my education after MassBay.”

Beatrice, who studied human services, was a full-time student and worked full-time at a group 
home in Milford. She was inducted into the Psi Beta National Honor Society for students studying 
psychology and earned a 3.7 GPA. Beatrice graduated from MassBay in May 2021 with an Associate 
of Science Degree in Liberal Arts: Human Services and is currently studying at William James 
College to pursue a bachelor’s degree in psychology and human services. Her career goal is to 
become a behavioral analyst.

“My children really pushed 

and encouraged me. Even 

when I wanted to give up, 

they wouldn’t let me.” 

Beatrice Muanya transferred 
her associate degree credits 
from MassBay and now 
studies psychology at William 
James College.

Beatrice Muanya
From Cameroon to College



MassBay Emergency Medical 
Services Instructors 
Help Vaccinate Residents 
in Sterling, MA
MassBay EMS Instructor George Kinahan and MassBay Simulation Manager Lise 
Kinahan received and administered COVID-19 vaccines to first responders at 
the Sterling Fire Department in January 2021.

MassBay Nursing Students 
Administer COVID-19   
Vaccines in Watertown, MA
In February 2021, MassBay Associate Degree Nursing (ADN) and Practical Nursing (PN) students 
volunteered with the Watertown, MA Health Department and administered COVID-19 vaccinations at 
the Perkins School for the Blind and the Watertown Police Department. Fifteen ADN students and 11 
PN students assisted with vaccine administration and with the registration process for hundreds of 
residents who received their COVID-19 vaccine.

“It was a great experience being part of the vaccination rollout for that age group,” said MassBay 
PN student Lizbeth Sanchez of Medfield, MA. “I learned a lot about the process, while being able to 
assist in all areas of the vaccination procedures. The people were very nice and grateful to have us 
there volunteering our time to administer the vaccine for them.”

“I was excited to be able to help vaccinate the elderly community and help keep them healthy,” said 
MassBay PN student Aushiana Perryman of Waltham, MA. “It was really humbling to have people 
thank you. I currently work as a Certified Nurse’s Assistant at a local hospice care facility, so being 
able to assist in keeping people safe makes me more excited to become a nurse.”

“Nursing students are needed 

to administer vaccines and 

provide vaccine education in our 

communities. Being part of the 

COVID-19 vaccination effort is 

a rare opportunity for students 

to directly learn about our 

population’s health, participate in 

a needed public health program, 

gain clinical experience, and 

ultimately help to save lives.”

- MassBay Director of Nursing, 
Andrea Bresnahan.
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